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SUPPLY BILL 2017 
Second Reading 

Resumed from an earlier stage of the sitting. 

MS A. SANDERSON (Morley — Parliamentary Secretary) [2.55 pm]: I rise to continue my contribution to 
the Supply Bill 2017 debate. Before we were interrupted for question time, I was outlining some of the issues 
that have been created by the handling of the implementation of the NorthLink project around the Morley 
electorate, in particular the eastern side of Morley; obviously, where it runs. I went over the atrocious handling 
around providing school access. Moving further up the project, along Tonkin Highway, we get to access into and 
out of Lightning Park, which is a significant sporting facility. The residents around Lightning Park were given 
a significant commitment by the government of the day and the City of Bayswater that they would not be subject 
to large volumes of traffic in and out of the facility, and that they would retain ingress and egress to that facility 
via Tonkin and Reid Highways. That has not been the case with the NorthLink project. The project embarked 
upon a number of community consultation processes. They set up a group that included residents, counsellors, 
and officers of Main Roads and the NorthLink project, and canvassed a number of options. The plans provided 
to the group would essentially eliminate that access into Lightning Park, and people wanting to get into the park 
would have to go through residential streets in Noranda. Residents were very unhappy but they understood that 
they had little option other than to share the load of that traffic. Credit to the residents; they worked together with 
the City of Bayswater to try to come up with a plan in which every road would share the load so that not one 
particular street was particularly disadvantaged. That plan was ingress through Della Road off Benara Road and 
egress only out of Maxwell and Cardwell Avenues onto Crimea Street. Those who live locally will know the 
roads I am talking about. They are very flat, wide roads and the opportunity for speeding and hooning is rife. 
There are lots of parks and children; they are usually very quiet residential streets. 

The former member for Morley—credit to him—wrote to all the residents outlining this plan. I remember having 
a chat with him about it and he was also very disturbed about the way the plan had been implemented. He had 
checked with all the relevant government departments that the plan was ingress only to Lightning Park and 
egress only via Maxwell and Cardwell Avenues. After doing his due diligence, he checked and then he wrote to 
all those residents stating that this was the plan that was going to be implemented. The City of Bayswater wrote 
to all the residents and stated that this was the plan that was going to be implemented. Main Roads wrote to all 
the residents under the NorthLink project outlining that this was the plan that was going to be implemented. The 
plan that was implemented was not that plan. Essentially, the plan that was implemented was ingress only via 
Della Road. That residential street copped a fair bit of traffic but not as much as all the cars coming in and out of 
Cardwell and Maxwell Avenues. I want to give members an example of the scale of the traffic. These are usually 
very quiet streets, but if there is a large game—for example, the T-ball championships—the City of Bayswater 
traffic counters, which it laid out, indicate that, on average, 70 cars go up and down that street on a quiet day but 
on a busy day, 880 cars go up and down that street. That turns it into a really busy street. It is not a quiet 
residential street any more, and it is not just one street; it is a number of streets going in and out of the park. 

A chap came to my office who was very upset. He was getting nowhere with the government and he had gone 
back to the former member and also to NorthLink WA. He showed me the records of his meetings and that it 
was not what was meant to be implemented. Residents were angry so we called a community meeting and 
I turned up to a street corner one Wednesday evening, I think it was, to 100 people. I kid you not; there were 
100 people. Normally, 10 to 20 people might come to one of these meetings but there were literally 100 people. 
The residents were deeply angry about what had occurred. From that, Labor made a commitment that it would 
retain the slip-road out of Lightning Park. We made representations to both the City of Bayswater and NorthLink 
WA that we wanted to retain the sliproad. Given the scale of the works, where the works are and that the contract 
had already been let as part of phase 1, it was not possible. From looking at the site myself, I saw it was not 
possible. The road would simply run through where the slip-road needed to go. Given that the area where the 
slip-road goes was relatively untouched, we therefore made a commitment of almost $3.1 million to build the 
slip-road out of the park so that cars can go in via Della Road but they will not come out via residential streets. 
They will exit via the slip-road. I was very pleased to make that commitment. We are in the process of honouring 
it. There were a lot of concerns. 

It is a little bit galling being lectured from the other side about how we might manage the budget, quite frankly. 
There are lots of concerns about where all this new money for commitments might come from. This is money 
from the project. This is money that the Minister for Transport found to be underspent, which the previous 
government was going to transfer out of the project. We believe that that money should be spent in the area to 
deal with the issues that the project created. This is not the only issue. I am talking simply about the issues in my 
electorate but there are issues further up towards Bennett Springs and further down towards Bassendean. It has 
really been a badly handled project from the community’s point of view. If members look at the clearing that has 
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been made and the scale of the intersections that will essentially be right on people’s doorsteps, they will see that 
they are enormous. Noranda will literally be on top of spaghetti junction. That is not the kind of suburb that 
many of those people bought into 30 or 40 years ago. I acknowledge progress and I recognise that progress needs 
to happen but I do not think that progress always needs to happen in the form of large roads. I acknowledge that 
this will create huge productivity gains for local businesses. It will also create jobs and there are absolutely 
significant and tangible benefits to it. But, it is very stressful and trying for the residents whom I represent, who 
live along the NorthLink corridor. They are constantly subject to a barrage of dust and sand and they have lived 
under a film of dust and sand for the last 18 months. I had to negotiate with the contractor for 40 metres of shade 
cloth to be put up periodically. Initially, it said it would not do it and I had to threaten to go to the local paper 
before a bit of shade cloth was put up. This is a $1.3 billion project. I know that the previous member had similar 
issues. Frankly, I can see the next four years of my time as the member for Morley will be dealing with the 
numerous issues for constituents along the NorthLink project to make it a liveable place next to these enormous 
junctions and a very big road. 

The rail line to Ellenbrook is another commitment that ties in to NorthLink. Frankly, I would rather have had 
a rail line eight years ago than a NorthLink through the electorate, but we will now have both. My constituents, 
the people of Morley, are very, very excited about rail. A lot of the people who commute from Ellenbrook and 
spend 75 minutes a day travelling from the electorate of Swan Hills drive through Morley and create a lot of the 
congestion around the suburbs that I represent. We need to give those people better transport options and better 
ways of getting in and out of the city. It is ridiculous in this day and age. To be perfectly honest, I doorknocked 
prolifically, as every member on this side of the chamber did in the election, and I met one person who said we 
do not need a train line. I applauded him for his honesty but every single other person whom I spoke to said the 
rail line was way overdue and much, much needed because the congestion is ridiculous. That was apart from one 
single person who said that we did not need a train line. 

A government member: Was his name Colin? 

Ms A. SANDERSON: No, but he was a solid Liberal voter and, credit to him, he was sticking with them. You 
have to have some people stick with you, no matter how bad it gets. 

I want to touch on Metro Area Express light rail because it was a significant commitment at the last election. It is 
true that “fully funded, fully costed” was a lie. 

[Member’s time extended.] 

Ms A. SANDERSON: We heard from the Leader of the Opposition that when it came to making difficult 
decisions, the former government did not want to borrow the money for MAX. He said that in Parliament 
yesterday. When it came to making tough decisions, the former government was not prepared to borrow the 
money for MAX; therefore, it was not fully funded and fully costed. People believed the former government, 
particularly those who live in Dianella and Nollamara because that is exactly where it would have run. It is well 
recognised by the previous government and by Infrastructure Australia that the corridor from Alexander Drive to 
Mirrabooka is one of the most underserviced public transport corridors. The member for Mount Lawley will 
agree with me that it is deeply underserviced and it is almost worse with the realignment of the bus services—the 
so-called fast buses that the previous government put into place—bus 970 and bus 960. The previous 
government cut one of the most important local bus services for people in Nollamara. For over 50 years, bus 
354 has run in Nollamara. It is very popular and everyone knows it. We had hundreds of signatures on a petition 
to keep this bus service and it was cut. The previous government claimed it had consulted residents and told 
everyone what was happening. The consultation was pitiful and amounted to a stall at Mirrabooka shopping 
centre where it told people about the fantastic new bus 970 that would run up and down Flinders Road and 
Wanneroo Road, but it did not tell anyone it was cutting bus 354.  

The previous government told no-one it was cutting the 354. For my constituents who use that bus service, most 
of whom are very elderly, that is their entire independence. Lorna, who is well into her 80s, relied on the 354. 
She used it three or four times a day. She is independent and she looks after a daughter who has significant 
needs. She used it to do her shopping and go to the doctor. She does not want to go to Mirrabooka shopping 
centre because it is too big. She likes to go to the local shopping centre, which also supports our local small 
business people. She has now lost her independence. When I last saw her, she said she had stopped going out, 
and that is a tragedy. When we measure these services, they are public transport. It is a service; it is not 
a business. I recognise that it needs to be viable but, when we do the numbers and when the Public Transport 
Authority or the government sits down to work out the figures, we have to look at who uses the services and 
why. They are people on very low incomes in Nollamara. People on fixed incomes and benefits, seniors and 
pensioners are missing out most on that very important bus service. 
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MAX light rail was not only a great fib to the electorate; it was also a $28 million waste of money because the 
former government spent the money developing it. We could do with that $28 million now, quite frankly. It is an 
absolute disgrace. It has made it difficult for every member in this place and every government post to look 
voters in the eye and say, “We will deliver this.” It has made it harder. Every time a government breaks 
a promise, it gets harder and harder for the next government. It gets harder to have that conversation. The level 
of cynicism at this election was off the charts because of the way that constituents were treated by the previous 
government. It was absolutely so hard to cut through the, “You’ll never do it; you’ll never do it!” I can tell 
members and the community of Western Australia that we are focused on our commitments. That is 
notwithstanding how difficult these financial circumstances are, and they are appallingly difficult. It is not a lot 
of fun to be in government with financial circumstances the way they are, but we are absolutely committed to 
delivering on our election promises. 

One of the key election promises for Morley is the Walter Road–Wellington Road intersection. Anyone who 
lives near the area or goes to the Galleria Shopping Centre or Coventry Village will know it well. It is an 
absolute bottleneck. I am led to believe that the City of Bayswater insisted on that particular traffic management 
formation—it has not denied it to date—but its implementation of a series of traffic lights around two very busy 
shopping centres has, essentially, choked the area. On a Saturday it takes 20 to 25 minutes to drive through that 
intersection. People drive around it; I drive around it. My electorate office is right in the middle of it, and I drive 
all the way around the backstreets and, essentially, do a 360-degree turn around it to get to my office. It is very 
bad. That is a major challenge for local businesses in my and surrounding electorates because it is the meeting 
point for the Cities of Morley and Maylands. Lots of local people run and own businesses around there, and the 
people who live around there do not shop there. They do not shop at Galleria or Coventry because they cannot 
get anywhere near it. They go to Noranda or Dianella, or they go further away from that bottleneck. We 
committed $1 million to address the problems at that intersection and are working with the City of Bayswater to 
achieve that. I am looking forward to being able to do that as a matter of urgency. The City of Bayswater would 
like to wait until the redevelopment of Galleria has further progressed. I do not think it can wait that long; I think 
it needs to be addressed immediately. 

The other major challenge for businesses, residents and schools in my area is the appalling internet service. We 
have a pretty bad sob story in the electorate of Morley, particularly Noranda, but we are not alone. It is also pretty 
bad in the other outer suburbs. Noranda and Morley are particularly bad. Although Dianella and Nollamara are not 
great, they will be getting the national broadband network slightly sooner. In Noranda, if it rains, the internet and 
telephones stop; that is how bad the infrastructure is. If it rains, everything cuts out. Last year Noranda was not 
even on the rollout time line for the NBN, and we have made it to the second half of 2019 for the rollout. Our 
schools cannot function. Morley Senior High School has to shut down parts of the school to run the media class. 
That is completely ridiculous in this day and age. We cannot do anything without the internet. We cannot access 
most services—government or education—without the internet. On a very wet and stormy night at the end of last 
year I hosted a forum with Tim Hammond, the federal member for Perth, and 120 people attended. We saw zero 
advocacy—zero advocacy—on the NBN from the previous government; nothing at all, particularly in the metro 
area. There was absolutely no acknowledgment of how critical this infrastructure is to our future economy and our 
education. Just because someone does not use a computer does not mean it is not important. Just because a ribbon 
cannot be cut on it or it cannot be opened as a piece of infrastructure does not mean it is not critical to how we will 
operate in the future. NBN is absolutely critical to that. 

In November last year I wrote to the federal Minister for Communications and outlined all the issues. On a good 
day, if we are lucky, we will get one megabit per second download in Noranda—not enough to even watch 
Netflix. I wrote to the minister and outlined that we are losing businesses to Malaga. We are losing businesses 
from Morley—particularly printing businesses that need to download large files quickly. They have packed up 
and moved. I have recently met a number of businesspeople who have said they cannot operate in Morley. One 
businessman has even bought his own giant wireless tower to put on his premises and will start his own wireless 
company and charge almost cost price to support other local businesses. It is that bad. The issue with wireless is 
that if people live behind a hill, they will probably not get it, so geographically it does not suit everyone. I wrote 
to the minister in November but got no response. I still have not even had a response—not even a courtesy 
acknowledgement of the letter. In April the Minister for Innovation and ICT, Hon Dave Kelly, wrote to 
Senator Fifield, outlining concerns about the lack of NBN rollout in Western Australia, but to date there has not 
been even an acknowledgment or a response that I have seen. 
The treatment that Western Australia is getting on the NBN rollout is pretty poor; it is pretty average indeed. We 
need, as part of the rollout in Noranda, Morley and any other suburb, fibre to the kerb. Fibre to the kerb is the 
only program that will provide reasonable internet access for people in the suburbs. For an area such as Noranda 
or Morley, fibre to the node will be useless; it will literally be useless. There will be fantastic speeds to the node, 
but if someone lives 300 metres from the copper network, it will slow it right down. It is the great shame that 
billions of dollars have been spent on infrastructure, only to then completely limit its capacity just at the 
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doorstep. I understand that NBN Co is seriously looking at fibre to the kerb, because the feedback that it has 
received so far about the rollout of fibre to the node has been very bad. I am certainly looking forward to the 
NBN oversight committee visiting Western Australia in July so that I can put our view, but NBN Co’s view is 
that it has been so bad that it is now looking at rolling out fibre to the kerb. I implore NBN Co and the state 
government to do that, and I know that this state government will take an active, diligent role in advocating for 
a proper, good rollout of NBN in Western Australia. 
Before I finish, I will briefly touch on what I think are some of the most important assets of the Morley electorate; 
that is, our local schools. We have some fantastic schools in Morley. Most of them have been around for many 
years—30 or 40 years—and it shows. They are a little tired and need lots of maintenance. I always feel a little 
jealous of some of the new outer suburbs that get brand-new schools because our schools do require lots of 
maintenance. In the debate on Perth Modern a few weeks ago, I think the member for Cottesloe outlined that north 
east corridor schools are probably those that require the most work. I acknowledge and agree with that; my 
electorate is part of that. John Forrest Secondary College—my old high school—will get a $50 million revamp 
under this government. I believe it will start in 2019. It is well overdue. The woodwork rooms are exactly the same 
as they were in 1988 when I was there. They probably have the scrawlings that I managed to do on the woodwork 
desks. There is a desperate need for redevelopment in a growing area. I am really proud to be part of that. 
Morley Senior High School will get $1.5 million towards an undercover area; Weld Square Primary School will 
get a new admin block; and North Morley Primary School will get a much-needed new library. These are 
incredibly challenging times, but we are focused on overcoming the cynicism of the electorate on politicians and 
political parties delivering, and we are very focused on delivering our election commitments. 
MR C.J. BARNETT (Cottesloe) [3.18 pm]: It has been interesting to listen to some of the contributions of 
members, particularly new members, and all I would say is welcome to reality. Government is not easy. Indeed, 
as I have said before in this chamber, there is absolutely no circumstance under which Western Australia can 
avoid a significant budget deficit. That applied during the time of the last two or three years of the Liberal–
National government, and it applies today for the current government. If there is no alternative—no circumstance 
under which a significant annual deficit can be avoided—there is no circumstance under which the government 
will not see debt rise. That is the harsh and simple reality, so welcome to it. 
There has been a lot of discussion about broken promises of the previous Liberal government. I have publicly 
said yes, we failed to meet our commitment on the Metro Area Express light rail. I have said that publicly for the 
last 18 months. The reason for that was simply the collapse in the financial position of the state through both the 
goods and services tax share, particularly iron ore, but also other royalties, that left the state in a position in 
which we could not deliver that project. I regretted that. There were also considerations about the route of the 
project, and opposition from the City of Perth about it going through the city and the like. But we made two 
major transport commitments: the Forrestfield–Airport Link rail line, which is six months into construction, and 
MAX light rail.  
I would be interested to know which other election commitments the Labor Party considers we failed to deliver. 
Mr J.R. Quigley: Yanchep rail. 
Mr C.J. BARNETT: We did not commit to Yanchep rail. 
Mr J.R. Quigley: Yes, you did. I have read out the Hansard when the former Minister for Transport committed 
to it in this chamber. 
Mr C.J. BARNETT: No, he did not. 
I remind members of the things that we said. I am not saying that there are none. Members should go back to 
what we committed to as a government in 2013 and look at what was delivered. I publicly concede that we could 
not deliver MAX light rail in any sort of responsible way, and I regret that. One of the reasons for that was the 
change in policy of the federal government when Tony Abbott became the Prime Minister and shifted the 
direction away from public transport to roads. Members can go back and look. I think that it is all history but 
they will find that virtually everything that I committed to as the Premier in 2013 was delivered, completed or 
underway. That is the reality. However, that is history and that is not what I want to talk about today. 

I want to make some comments relating to the environment. Everyone is concerned about the environment. 
I would claim that the Liberal–National government did an extraordinary job of expanding the conservation 
estate of Western Australia. There are now 100 national parks in Western Australia. 

Mr C.J. Tallentire: There were 99 national parks before you came to office, so you added one. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: Yes, but listen. 

The greatest achievement, not necessarily only of the government, on the environment in Western Australia—
certainly since the Second World War and probably forever—was the protection of the Kimberley. The job is not 
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finished but with Camden Sound, Roebuck Bay, Eighty Mile Beach, Horizontal Falls and the Mitchell Plateau, it 
is clearly an area of global significance. It is one of the world’s great wilderness areas and it was protected 
during the time of the Liberal government. It was not a matter of simply drawing lines on maps. We committed 
and spent around $100 million on science and conservation and the employment and training of Aboriginal 
workers as rangers and the like in the Kimberley. There is still a lot more to be done. The Kimberley is 
something like twice the size of the state of Victoria. It is a vast area and there is a lot more to be done. I would 
say that that is probably the state’s most significant environmental achievement. It is not finished, and I hope that 
this government will continue with that work. 

I want to talk about something that also relates to our conservation estate—that is, the Abrolhos Islands. I have 
never set foot on the Abrolhos Islands, much to my regret. I hope to correct that one day. I have flown over the 
Abrolhos Islands, I am familiar with them and I have read a lot of reports about them and looked at all sorts of 
images. However, let me say a little bit about the Abrolhos. As the member for Geraldton and the Acting 
Speaker (Mr R.S. Love) would know well, the Abrolhos Islands consists of 123 islands. That is a large number 
of islands when we think about it. Only about 10 per cent of the islands—21 islands, I think—have any sort of 
infrastructure on them. Primarily, they are shacks and the like relating to the fishing industry. It is a fairly 
pristine environment. The Abrolhos Islands are important for a number of reasons. It has been a major area for 
the rock lobster industry. There was some habitation of the Abrolhos—it had a school at one stage and all the 
rest of it—when the cray fishermen tended to live on the islands during the season and fish from there. That does 
not happen to any great extent now but the shacks survived. A number of fishermen have leases over whole 
islands, although they are very small islands. That is the history. The Abrolhos Islands continue to be an 
important area for the fishing industry. 

It is also incredibly important environmentally. It is a major breeding ground for a variety of seabirds, and is 
a major area of coral reef. Indeed, it is the most southerly coral reef in the entire Indian Ocean. There are all sorts 
of marine and terrestrial life and the like; I think that is self-evident. It also has an extraordinary history that, as 
members would know, is related principally to the wreck of the Batavia, the Dutch trading ship, in 1629. It is 
a story that even Hollywood would not believe. It is a story of shipwreck, mutiny, murder, executions, escape 
and rescue. An absolutely extraordinary story took place on that remote island that is part of the Abrolhos group, 
as it is known today. It also has heritage. The fishermen’s shacks—a bit, perhaps, like Ledge Point—are 
interesting and a great bit of Australiana. They have value in themselves, though not is all ideal in that respect. 
The Abrolhos Islands have some tourist activity but they have enormous tourism potential. The representative 
members would know better than I, but at the moment people go out there fishing and the like. Some of the cray 
fishermen who have leases over islands may not use them for crayfishing, but I am sure they go over there, have 
holidays and enjoy that environment. Not many people from elsewhere get to the Abrolhos. To the extent that it 
has developed, the tourism industry is very limited. Indeed, apart from the odd fisherman or the local boatie who 
might go out there, I fear that the Abrolhos could become somewhat of an enclave of the very wealthy. With 
their large boats and private aircraft, they can go to and from the islands, which very few people have access to 
or could even contemplate or afford to visit. The Abrolhos Islands are fragile, special and unique. They need to 
be not only protected, but also available in a safe and proper way to a wider section of the Western Australian 
community and visitors to this state. 

As a former Minister for Tourism, I took quite a bit of interest in the midwest coast. It seemed to me that most of 
our tourist activity had been, quite logically, directed to the south west of Western Australia and then to the 
Kimberley, which can be more expensive to visit. The midwest coast is a holiday destination for 
Western Australians, particularly from Perth. It is close, people can drive there, it is affordable and it has a great 
deal of potential. There are destinations like the Pinnacles. People go there in their hundreds of thousands—I am 
not quite sure why but they do—but they do not stay. They drive there, have a look and drive back to Perth. 

The Abrolhos has the potential to become the iconic tourist location and destination of the midwest coast. It 
needs an identity. Although it will probably always be fairly expensive and difficult to get to those islands, 
particularly in windy conditions, the Abrolhos stands out to me as the iconic identity or drawcard for the wider 
midwest coast, Geraldton and midwest area. 

Mr C.J. Tallentire: What activities do you suggest people do there? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: I will get to that. 

The previous government, largely at my instigation, decided that the Abrolhos Islands should become a national 
park. I announced that at a Liberal Party state conference back in August 2016, and I worked closely with the 
then Minister for Environment. A lot of issues had to be resolved. The most fundamental was that the 
Abrolhos Islands were under the management of the Department of Fisheries. There are historic reasons for that. 
The activity was basically fishing activity—commercial rock lobster activity. But today in 2017, why would we 
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have a unique 123-island group with unique biodiversity, huge potential and a fragile environment managed by 
Fisheries? I do not criticise Fisheries; that is the way that it happened historically. People have told me that there 
are signs on the islands stating that people cannot stay overnight or that they cannot go to certain sections. They 
are not in any way conducive to attracting people to visit the Abrolhos Islands in a proper way to see what is 
there. Part of the plan to create a national park was to transfer management of the Abrolhos Islands from the 
fisheries department to the conservation agency—the Department of Parks and Wildlife. It was an entirely 
correct and long overdue measure. There were concerns from the fisheries industry, and we accepted that, but the 
two departments—Fisheries and Parks and Wildlife—under a bit of direction, worked cooperatively and 
resolved the issue. It was resolved that the islands would be under the management of the Department of Parks 
and Wildlife—there are 123 islands—with the exception of 21 that had fishing activities on them, and they 
would remain under the management of the Department of Fisheries. That was a compromise. The marine 
environment beyond the high-water mark, as it was finally resolved, would remain under the management, 
essentially, of Fisheries. The two agencies got to the point at which they would work together, but fundamentally 
it would be a national park under the Department of Parks and Wildlife. It deserves to be, on all those historic 
grounds, and on conservation and biodiversity grounds. 

Mr C.J. Tallentire: But this is a marine environment, member. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: Yes, I know, but the two agencies would work together, and that is a big step forward. The 
commercial fishing will continue, but now the Department of Parks and Wildlife will be working with the 
Department of Fisheries to make sure that the area is protected and that the rock lobster industry is sustainable 
and managed properly. It is well managed; I compliment Fisheries on continuing to have that viable industry. 

Contrary to what has been implied by this government, the work was done on all those issues to the point that in 
November 2016 the previous government’s cabinet formally resolved to create the Abrolhos Islands national 
park. The process was nearly complete. The final stage would have been the gazetting of that national park. It 
has been suggested that no work had been done, but that is completely false. A great deal of work had been done, 
and I urge this government to continue and complete the gazettal of the Abrolhos Islands national park. It is the 
responsibility of this generation to protect that unique environment. 

Obviously, more would need to happen, and it is not all that exotic. There is not much on the Abrolhos Islands. 
For visitor accommodation, camping facilities could be developed, or it might be that floating accommodation is 
favoured to protect the environment. Those sorts of matters still need to be resolved, but some facilities for 
tourists are needed. There need to be toilet blocks and a water supply, which must be done in a way that is not 
damaging to the environment. In the first instance, however, the first thing that needs to be done on the 
Abrolhos Islands is to clean up the rubbish—old buildings, stuff left behind over decades of fishing and 
visitation, and asbestos in significant amounts. To do that, probably the only piece of infrastructure immediately 
required would be a jetty, so that the rubbish can be removed from those islands. The cost of that may be 
$2 million. In the future, other bits of infrastructure might be built, particularly if accommodation is to be 
allowed on the islands, and that issue is yet to be resolved, but the initial commitment required to protect that 
unique environment is very little. 

I was surprised and disappointed when the current Minister for Environment announced in Geraldton that this 
government was not going to proceed with the Abrolhos Islands national park. I can think of no reason for 
making that decision. Even if this government thought that it could not afford $2 million for a jetty, it could be 
deferred. I can accept that. Any development on the islands is going to be very slow because they are just not 
ready to have people visiting. Surely the process of setting up the national park can be completed. Environmental 
and conservation responsibility dictates that that should happen. Why would this government step away from it? 
I know that the Department of Fisheries probably preferred to keep the islands under its control, but it had 
agreed. Why would the government not proceed with gazetting a national park and then allowing the rubbish to 
be removed and protocols to be put in place about the extent to which tourist activity can take place there? I do 
not know whether the decision of this government was just the minister’s decision; I do not know whether it was 
a cabinet decision. It should be a cabinet decision, if that is what the government is going to do, because the 
previous government had made a formal cabinet decision to establish the Abrolhos Islands national park. If the 
government is not going to do that, it should at least make a cabinet decision and explain it to the public. 

Mr P. Papalia interjected. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: I will answer the member’s question and respond to his comment in a moment. 

This is important, and not only for conservation. It is important to develop some tourism activity around the 
Abrolhos. I will conclude with this comment: just think what we would have in Western Australia. We have 
14 000 kilometres of coastline, and all of it is beautiful. Travelling north from Perth, we would have the 
Abrolhos Islands national park, with all the extraordinary history, romance and tragedy attached to it, and that 
unique environment. A little bit further up the coast is Shark Bay, which is World Heritage listed. Go a bit 
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further and there is Ningaloo, also World Heritage listed. Go a bit further and there is the Burrup Peninsula and 
the world’s greatest concentration of ancient rock art. Go further and we get to the Kimberley. Where in the 
world, in a safe environment, would there be such a line, if you like, of unique environmental assets—a huge 
potential for this state? For some strange reason this government seems to have just quashed the final piece—the 
Abrolhos. I cannot see any sensible reason why the government would do that. 
Mr C.J. Tallentire: Do you support the fish habitat protection zone in your electorate? 
Mr C.J. BARNETT: Yes, I do. 
Mr C.J. Tallentire: It is a very good conservation initiative, and that is what the Abrolhos has. 
Mr C.J. BARNETT: In fact, I played a direct role in establishing that, as a local member of Parliament, when 
I was first elected. The seahorses are protected at Cottesloe; that is where they abound. 
Mr P. Papalia: I understand that the cabinet submission was made with respect to declaring that the intent was 
to create that park, but was money allocated to enact that park being created? 
Mr C.J. BARNETT: There were all sorts of proposals once the park was established. 
Mr P. Papalia: But there is a cost. 
Mr C.J. BARNETT: There is very little cost in creating a national park—virtually none. What I just said was 
that although there were plans and proposals for infrastructure, that was not agreed by the government, because 
I do not think the islands were at that stage, but one thing that we would have pursued, had we been re-elected, 
was the construction of a jetty for the initial purpose of removing the rubbish. There is asbestos and other 
rubbish all over those islands. 
Mr P. Papalia: There are costs associated with that. 
Mr C.J. BARNETT: Of course, but even now, if this government did not want to build a jetty, that would not 
be critical, but there is no reason why the Abrolhos Islands — 
Mr P. Papalia: There is no money. 
Mr C.J. BARNETT: No, but we do not need money of any great significance to establish a national park. It is 
already managed by Fisheries. 
Mr P. Papalia: You do if it’s got asbestos. 
Mr C.J. BARNETT: There are Fisheries people there, and there are Parks and Wildlife people working there, 
but, yes, it would start with cleaning it up, of course. But why would the government not establish the national 
park, and give a clear signal that this area is to be protected? I cannot understand why this government has not 
done that. 
Mr C.J. Tallentire: The marine environment is the most significant one there, not the terrestrial, and that’s what 
you want to protect. 
Mr C.J. BARNETT: Yes, and all the protocols need to be put in place. I am not saying the job was finished, but 
the government should start by gazetting it and declaring it a national park. I would not open it up to widespread 
tourism yet; it is not ready for that, but in the future it could be. I do not know how many people could 
sustainably visit that island, but I would like Western Australians to be able to visit the Abrolhos, not rich people 
with big boats and helicopters, because they are the only ones going there apart from the local fishermen, and 
that is not good enough. 
MS C.M. ROWE (Belmont) [3.38 pm]: I rise today to contribute to the debate on the second reading of the 
Supply Bill 2017 and to make some comments that are particularly pertinent to my electorate of Belmont. 
I would like to start by congratulating the McGowan Labor government on all its commitments, particularly to 
my area of Belmont. One issue that came up time and again across the electorate when I was out doorknocking 
during the campaign was, of course, jobs. I mentioned this in my inaugural speech. People were genuinely 
concerned about their job security. They were also concerned about unemployment and underemployment, and 
this was causing deep concerns about their ability to make ends meet. I am really pleased that one of the major 
focuses of this government is about jobs and job creation. I am particularly pleased with the commitment to 
increase the number of apprenticeships—that is particularly important in my electorate—as well as the creation 
of 10 000 jobs across WA. Another important element of Labor’s commitment that is very important to my 
electorate is the commitment to local content in major government projects. This is important because it is 
a lifeline to many of the local manufacturing groups across my electorate and on the outskirts of my electorate, 
including Kewdale, Welshpool, Hazelmere and South Guildford. The local content component is one of the 
major differences between Labor and Liberal, and certainly at the election it was a critical difference. Labor took 
to the election a promise to have local content as part of our mandate and part of our agenda on government 
projects; whereas, as we all know, even the Perth Stadium bridge, which is in my electorate, was something that 
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could have created local jobs for our manufacturers here in Western Australia, particularly in my electorate, and 
that was a missed opportunity by the Liberal government because it was sent overseas to be built. 

Another commitment I am proud of locally is the commitment by the Minister for Police to extend the operating 
hours of the Belmont Police Station. Before this announcement, the police station in Belmont was closing at 
4.00 pm. Unfortunately, crime is a big issue across my electorate and people were saying to me when I was 
doorknocking and on the phone to them that they did not feel safe in their homes and they certainly had 
reservations about security in their community. Those concerns went across the board in our electorate. When 
I heard those concerns I fought really hard to make sure that we got additional police resourcing. I am pleased 
with the announcement and that it is now being implemented. The Belmont Police Station operating hours have 
been extended to 7.00 pm each day. That is an additional three hours a day. I know for a fact that many, many 
locals across the electorate welcome that and see it as a good step in the right direction. It is the first step and it is 
an important step. I look forward to working closely with the police minister over the coming four years to make 
sure that we work hard to tackle the issue of crime and get safety back as a priority for our community. 

An important industry in the electorate of Belmont is, of course, the racing industry. It is an integral part of our 
community and is part of the fabric of our local area, especially given that in the electorate we have two 
racecourses. It is also home to many people who work in the industry and who have worked in the industry for 
their entire lives, including jockeys and many trainers. I acknowledge, in particular, my good friend John Lugg, 
who has been a trainer for many years and who is a local as well. I was really proud of the Labor Party and 
Mark McGowan coming out during the election with their commitment — 

[Quorum formed.] 

Ms C.M. ROWE: As I was saying, I am really proud that the Labor government has come out strongly 
supporting this very important industry in my electorate. It is also great for the industry to have a minister who 
understands the importance of this industry. Labor committed $200 000 per annum on an ongoing basis to 
promote the Perth Racing Masters Carnival, both across the nation and abroad. This is indicative of how the now 
Labor government views racing. We can see clearly that this is not only an integral part of tourism in WA but is 
also one of the most important employers in the state because it employs so many people, both in my electorate 
and across the state. Indeed, it is one of the largest employers in the state. I am proud of the Labor government 
for supporting the racing industry on such an ongoing basis. I look forward to working closely with the 
Minister for Racing and Gaming, Mr Papalia, and making sure that we continue to support this vital industry in 
Western Australia. 

Since being elected in March, I have made my way around to many of the local schools, community groups and 
sporting organisations across the electorate of Belmont. I am always energised after meeting with our local 
school leaders in particular because they are obviously such a vital part of our community, educating our 
children, and of course our children are our future. Since being elected, I have visited many local schools and 
have met with not only the principals but also the P&Cs. I am always proud of the innovation they employ to 
make sure that they can meet the needs of the students and families in their school community. We are lucky in 
Belmont to have such dedicated and talented teachers in our state schools in particular. However, given the boom 
that the previous government presided over, I cannot help but feel that our local schools should have received 
their fair share. In the last eight years, the Liberal government did nothing but accumulate record levels of debt, 
yet there was absolutely no investment in local schools in Belmont in the last five years. Local parents, 
principals and teachers have all expressed their concern at the state of our local schools in Belmont. Now our 
state government is left with empty coffers and record debt because the last Liberal government chose not to 
prioritise schools, particularly in Belmont. 

It is important to highlight some of the issues that schools in my electorate are dealing with and the effects the 
previous government’s total lack of investment and further cuts to funding have on the ability to meet those great 
needs. The first of the major issues is neglect by the previous Liberal government of infrastructure in our local 
schools. I have searched high and low through all the budget papers and media releases of the last five years. 
I cannot see a single investment in schools in the Belmont electorate. I have come up totally empty-handed. I am 
proud that the McGowan Labor government is investing $7.48 million across our state schools in Belmont; that 
is, every single public school will receive funding. When compared with the previous government’s neglect of 
the schools in Belmont for the past five years, this is remarkable. And it was neglect. 

A recent article in The West Australian of 23 May 2017 titled “Ceilings fall five times at schools” states — 

Ceilings in public schools have collapsed five times in the past two years, the Education Department 
has revealed. 
Three of the incidents were in classrooms during school hours when children were present. 
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The previous State government last year announced that 320 schools with plaster glass ceilings at risk 
of collapse would be inspected and assessed, 12 months after a five-year-old boy was taken to hospital 
with minor injuries when part of a ceiling caved in at Medina Primary School in February 2015. 

Further on the same article refers to Belmay Primary School, which is in my electorate of Belmont, as follows — 
And a ceiling gave way at Belmay Primary School, Cloverdale, during school holidays last month, in 
a drama classroom that inspectors missed when they did the audit last year. 

Luckily for Belmay Primary School this roof collapsed during the school holidays. I have since visited the 
school and spoken with staff, the principal and the deputy principal, and they said without any doubt that if this 
had happened during school hours and students were present, they would have been badly injured, all because of 
ageing infrastructure, a lack of regular maintenance and a completely inadequate audit process.  
Again this comes back to my point about the lack of priority for our schools in the east, particularly in Belmont. 
Another local school in my electorate has raised an issue with me about a dilapidated toilet block on its school 
grounds. This school has had the toilets removed but the block remains. I went on a tour of the school and I was 
shown this block. The roof of this toilet block is all but collapsing. The school raised this with the former Liberal 
member for Belmont and the Department of Education. The roof is extremely dangerous—it looks very 
precarious. Although this was raised with the former member and the department, nothing has been done. No 
resources were provided by the former government to rebuild or demolish and remediate the site. Unfortunately, 
I see this time and again with ageing infrastructure because of the lack of investment in our schools by the 
previous government. It scrimped on maintenance schedules, which then blew out and Belmont kids have paid 
the price.  
I am really proud to stand as a member of this government that is committed to invest in every single public 
school in my electorate. I would like to go through those investments and highlight what each school is getting 
across my electorate. Firstly, Belmay Primary School, which I just spoke about, will receive funds for hardcover 
and junior play areas. Belmont Primary School needs an urgent upgrade to its netball court so that the kids have 
a safe surface to play on. Carlisle and Redcliffe Primary Schools will also receive funds to go toward the 
upgrade of their netball–basketball courts. Kewdale Primary School has a fantastic parents and citizens 
association with great advocates like Anita Kidd, who spoke to me about the need to have integrated small nature 
play areas, so I am really proud that we are able to assist with those. Cloverdale Primary School will also receive 
funding for the installation of a nature play area. Rivervale Primary School will receive funds to complete the 
upgrade of its playground and play equipment. Every single state primary school in the electorate of Belmont 
will receive $50 000 for infrastructure that will not only improve the school, but also create local jobs. Then of 
course there is Belmont City College; the only public high school in my electorate. I am extremely proud to 
know that a $7 million performing arts centre will be built that coincides with the college offering drama as 
a year 12 subject.  
Mr D.A. Templeman: Where is that? 
Ms C.M. ROWE: At Belmont City College. This performing arts centre is really critical to the students at 
Belmont college because they have outgrown their current facilities. The principal and deputy principal at that 
school raised this matter with me and said that they have more students wanting to do year 12 or the 
Australian Tertiary Admission Rank drama subject than they can accommodate. This is a really welcome 
announcement. The school and the community are really excited by this; I certainly got that sense when I was 
out doorknocking and telling local residents about this announcement during the campaign. I know that the 
school is excited about the centre. It will also be a great asset for the community as a whole because other state 
primary schools in the community and community organisations will be able to use it when it is not in use by the 
college. This government has also committed $80 000 to upgrade the gymnasium and its toilet rooms for the 
school. Unfortunately, they are completely inadequate at the moment, so this will go a long way to improving 
those facilities as the school has a lot of young students who participate in sporting activities.  
Of course, it is not just the buildings that build a great school; well-resourced classrooms with adequate teaching 
and social support also play a part. When I was on the doorsteps during the campaign, I was surprised at the level 
of anger that a lot of people had around the cuts that the last government made to the education assistants in 
classrooms. It affected not only the parents, but also the grandparents because they could see how vital it was to 
the students and teachers to have that one-on-one support in the classroom. The previous government really 
underestimated the issue because there was a lot of community outcry, certainly in Belmont. It is fantastic that 
the Labor government has said that it will go a long way to restoring those education assistants back into the 
classrooms. This will provide that vital one-on-one attention that so many students need. We can all see how that 
is crucial to help our students.  
Many factors can have a positive or detrimental effect on a child’s learning capacity; for example, their home 
life. Are they exposed to domestic violence, substance abuse or other disruptions? Does the family experience 
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poverty or persistent unemployment or underemployment? Are they from a migrant community where English is 
their second language? Are they Indigenous or do they have additional cultural considerations to their learning? 
Do they need extra support to achieve their best? Do they learn better in a different way from other children? 
These are all issues that affect schools in each of our electorates, but they certainly and profoundly affect mine. 
I have been going around to schools and have spoken with principals about these issues that complicate the 
learning and social interaction of Belmont kids. I am aware that each day there are children in my electorate who 
are presenting to school with major anxiety disorders, including post-traumatic stress syndrome because of 
exposure to domestic violence and other profound social issues in the home. Schools are supporting students 
with more complex social issues than ever before, and without education assistants all our kids will suffer.  

[Member’s time extended.] 

Ms C.M. ROWE: We recognise that those who struggle at school suffer, but so do those students who are really 
bright. They may fail to reach their full potential because they do not have that nurturing element of 
a one-on-one interaction with an education assistant in the classroom. Under the previous Liberal government, 
the ratio of education assistants fell in 2013 from one education assistant to 37 students, to one education 
assistant to 42 students in 2016. Our government has committed an additional 300 education assistants across the 
state, 50 Aboriginal and Islander education officers and an extra 120 teachers. This government understands that 
education assistants have an important role in the education of all our students. They assist with numeracy and 
literacy, and they also assist in the preparation of classes and provide that vital one-on-one support. They support 
not only our students, but also our teachers.  

Our commitment to education does not stop there. One of the first actions that this Labor government did was to 
fulfil its promise to freeze TAFE fees. Nearly 40 per cent of students at Belmont City College go on to do TAFE 
training. It is a very important pathway for many young people in my community. Under the previous 
government, we saw hike after hike in TAFE fees, which ended up being in excess of 500 per cent. This meant 
that there was a really large drop-off across the state of enrolments in TAFE. It simply became out of reach to go 
to TAFE, particularly for the young people in Belmont. If we are going to grow our state economy and ensure 
that our young people have decent, well-paid jobs, we need to make sure that we do not put up barriers between 
them and the training that they need to secure those jobs.  

I would now like to talk about the local jobs and local projects funding. This is another initiative that the Labor 
government has committed to and has already started to roll out, and I am really proud of that. Through the local 
jobs, local projects initiative, we will not only deliver great funding commitments to many community groups in 
our electorates, but also create more jobs in our area. Importantly, it will also go a long way to support some of 
the pillars of our community; that being community and local sporting groups. Where would we be without these 
groups that bring us all together? For example, the Belmont Bombers and the Belmont Junior Soccer Club come 
out every weekend and of course they rely on volunteers almost 100 per cent. I am very proud of these 
commitments that the Labor government is providing and I would now like to go through some of them in our 
community. We are committing $80 000 to the Belmont Bombers for extra lighting at their training facility at 
Forster Park in Cloverdale. I know this is something that the club is particularly excited about, especially its very 
hard working president, Mike Brotherton. We are giving $35 000 to the Belmont Cricket Club for extra lighting 
and new astroturf. 

Debate adjourned, pursuant to standing orders.  
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